FAQs - Frequently Asked Questions
Regarding the June 2, 2026 City Commission Election

On June 2, 2026, the City will hold a combined election with Union County. On the ballot for North
Sioux City will be one 3-year seat on the Five-Commissioner form of government.

The following notice was published in the Dakota Dunes/North Sioux City Times explaining the
vacancy and the location and time of polling place.

NOTICE OF VACANCY
Municipality of North Sioux City, South Dakota

The following office will be vacant due to the expiration of the present term of office of the elective
officer.

Commissioner, At-Large, Three-Year Term

Circulation of nominating petitions may begin on February 2, 2026 and petitions may be filed in the
office of the Finance Officer located in City Hall at 504 River Drive between the hours of 8:00am and
5:00pm (Central Standard Time) not later than the 24th day of March, 2026, or mailed by registered
mail not later than the 24th day of March, 2026, at 5:00pm (Central Standard Time).

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the Election

1. What are the residency requirements to vote for or seek a position on the City
Commission?

e Torun for office, an individual must be a qualified voter and resident of North Sioux
City for at least three months prior to the election.

e Tovoteinthe election, an individual must be a resident of North Sioux City atthe
time of the election and must be registered to vote by May 18 at 5:00 pm. Voter
Registration forms can be found on the City’s website or be filled out at City Hall.

e Foranyindividual temporarily residing outside city limits due to the flood
event/impact on their home, the individual must be intending to move back into city
limits to maintain a permanent residence in North Sioux City.

2. Whatis the terms for a Commissioner? All Commissioner and Mayor terms going forward
will be three (3) years. The original electees had staggered terms so that the terms would
not all expire at the same time.
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What is expected of a North Sioux City Commissioner? Commissioners are expected to
prepare for and attend Commission meetings on the 1t and 3™ Mondays of each month and
special meetings that may be deemed necessary. In addition, each Commissioner will be
designated as one of the following: Commissioner of Finance, Commissioner of Utilities,
Commissioner of Public Safety, or Commissioner of Public Works. The designated
Commissioner for each department will be expected to attend meetings and participate in
planning for that department.

What if only one person files for the open seat on the North Sioux City Commission? If
only one person files a validated petition for the available position, then there is no
opposition to that person’s election. The person is declared elected to the office by default
and the position will not be on the ballot .

What if multiple people run for the single open Commissioner seat? There will be as
many names on the ballot for Commissioner as there are verified petitions submitted. The
candidate with the most votes will win that seat.

What if no petitions are submitted for the open Commissioner seat? Avacancy is
created if no one files a petition. The vacancy shall be filled by Commission’s appointment
of a qualified resident voter to fill the vacant position until the next annual election.

Where will the election be held and what time are the polls open? The election will be at
the North Sioux City Community Center, 205 Sodrac Drive, on June 2nd from 7 amto 7 pm.

Can | vote absentee? Yes. Absentee voting will begin on April 17 and run through June 1.
Hours are 8-5 Monday through Friday at the Union County Auditor’s Office, 209 East Main
Street, Elk Point, SD.

How do I run for office? To get your name on the ballot to run for the vacant Commissioner
seat, a petition must be pulled from City Hall after February 2. The candidate must
personally appear and have their signature notarized on the petition prior to circulation.
Fifty (50) signatures of North Sioux City registered voters must then be obtained. Petition
circulators must have their signatures notarized by a South Dakota notary after they have
completed their circulation. They can be notarized at City Hall or prior to returning the
petitions to City Hall. The deadline to have petitions accepted and signatures verified is
March 24.

Where can | find information on circulating a petition? A brochure titled “Municipal
Candidate — How to Circulate a Nominating Petition 2026” can be found on the City’s
website.

What are the requirements for campaign signs? Temporary signs not requiring a permit
must not exceed nine (9) square feet in area and cannot be taller than four (4) feet above
grade for residential areas or five (5) feet above grade for central business, highway
commercial, general business, and industrial district. Signs greater than nine (9) square
feet, but equal to or less than thirty-two (32) square feet in area require a permit from the
City. Portable signs require a permit from the City, cannot exceed thirty-two (32) square feet
in area, may not be located on a lot containing a single-family dwelling, or be located closer
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than then (10) feet to a lot line. No signs shall be placed on public property or public right-
of-way. No campaign signs are permitted within 100 feet from any entrance leading into a
polling place. Please contact City Hall or refer to NSC Ordinance 17.68 for further
clarification.

. Will there be background checks done of all candidates, and if so, at what point in the

process? It is not anticipated currently.

What constitutes a filed petition? A petition is not considered filed until the required
number of signatures are received and validated. No petitions will be accepted for review
until they have at least the minimum signatures required (50). Until such time all signatures
are validated, and the petition is stamped “Filed”, the names appearing on the petition are
not “secure” and may be counted on a different petition for the same race.

How many petitions can | sign? An individual can sign one petition for each race. If their
name appears on a subsequent petition for the same race, it will not be counted. The
signature will count only for the first petition returned and validated for a particular race.

How many candidates can | vote for at the election? All North Sioux City registered voters
will have the opportunity to vote for one candidate for the open Commissioner seat. For this
election, the ballot will only include the open Commissioner seat if at least two petitions
have been submitted and validated.

Can candidates be at the polling place? A candidate who is on the ballot can only be
present long enough to cast their vote. Additionally, the 100-foot area surrounding the
entrance(s) to the polling place must be kept free of all campaign materials. Campaigning
cannot take place within the polling place or surrounding 100-foot area.

. Are poll watchers allowed? One poll watcher is allowed for each candidate. Candidates

cannot be poll watchers. Poll watchers will be allowed to be positioned close enough to the
election worker’s table so that they can see and hear what is going on but not so that they
interfere in any way. Poll watchers may converse with the election board and look at the
pollbook if it doesn’t interfere with the voting process. Poll watchers may not campaign in
any way within the polling place or surrounding 100-foot area. Please contact City Hall or
refer to the South Dakota Poll Watcher and Observer Guidelines on the City’s website.

What if there is a tie vote between candidates? If a tie is found to exist after a recount has
been performed, the election official will set a time, place and manner for the drawing of
lots by the candidates involved in the tie vote. The winner of the drawing will be certified as
the person elected.






