The roots of South Dakota run deep in the
history of North Sioux City. The town of
McCook, considered to be
the first white settlement in
the state, was founded here
in the 1860s. The village
served as the first county
seat until 1865, at which
time the seat was moved to
Elk Point.
Although the
town of McCook no longer
exists, two of its namesakes
are prominent points of interest in North
Sioux City.
The McCook Cemetery mirrors this area's
past, as it marks the lives of the earliest
pioneers to set foot in our state. Believed to
be the first white cemetery in South Dakota,
the grave yard was plotted and registered in
the territorial office in 1869.
McCook Lake, another famous landmark,
lies west of the cemetery, adjacent to the
Missouri River. An oxbow lake, McCook was
once part of that river. Serving the public
with summer and winter recreation, this
scenic lake provided a nature habitat for
game and fish. The residential area situated
around the lake is still referred to as
McCook.
North Sioux City was originally named
Stevens, after its owner, W. W. Stevens, who
plotted the town in 1922. Grabbe's Park was
a popular recreation spot for miles around.
The park was founded in the early 1900s by
Fred Grabbe, a German immigrant. People
flocked to the park to enjoy evenings of
dancing and music in the warm weather
months. By day, the fun spot served as a
recreational playground which included the
popular boat rentals of the Big Sioux River.
Eddie Rickenbacher, a race car driver prior
to 1917, drew crowds as he drove around the
large track at a record breaking 78 miles
per hour. It was not until his victories at the
'Sioux City Speedway," as it was originally
known, that Rickenbacher found a place in
the national spotlight. World War I brought
professional racing to a halt at the two mile
oval track in 1919. A few years later, the
speedway stands were demolished and
cleared to make way for an airport which
was named Rickenbacher Field. Today the
airport is known as Graham Field.
The largest gift of land to be given to the
State of South Dakota has been donated by
longtime area residents Maude and Mary
Adams. The land, located between the
Missouri River and McCook Lake, has been in
the Adams Family for more than 100 years.
In 1985, the Adams sisters gave 628 acres of
land to the South Dakota Game, Fish and
Parks Department. The gift will eventually
amount to 1,500 acres to be handled by the
state as a park and for nature and game
production. Originating as South Dakota's
earliest white settlement in the late 1800s
and growing into a large and progressive
community, North Sioux City stands proudly
as the "Gateway to South Dakota."

North Sioux City boasts a wide variety of housing options that is rare for a
community its size. Single family homes, apartments, duplexes, townhouses and
lakefront homes are all available to fit people’s different housing needs. The River
Valley development recently broke ground in the southwest part of North Sioux
City. This development will include
Ferrari Park
164 single family lots, 20 duplex
lots, apartment space and expand
the already numerous, outstanding
housing options in North Sioux City.
The City has five neighborhood
parks: Centennial, City, Davis,
Ferrari and Lakeshore. The parks
include playground equipment and green space with
a shelter house at Davis and Lakeshore. Basketball
courts are available at Davis and City parks. In
addition to the parks, the City operates a public boat
ramp on McCook Lake.

City Park

North Sioux City is proud to be part of the Dakota Valley School District #61-8.
Modern facilities, including the recently constructed Nylen Science Center and
Robert L. Peterson Fitness Center,
provide an environment conducive
for teaching and learning. The City
also operates a public library
conveniently located at City Hall.
Fund raising continues for a more
expansive library that will be
located across from City Hall in the
future.
Nylen Science Center

North Sioux City includes four churches, four motels and a campground. The City’s
community center/fire station, just west of Exit 2 and Interstate 29, was opened in
1993 and is available for gatherings of up to 200 people. The North Sioux City
Senior Center is relocating in the near future to a more expansive location on
Military Road, near Centennial Park. The senior center hosts a number of functions
including a five-day a week senior meals program for area residents. A veterans
memorial was constructed in a beautifully landscaped setting in Centennial Park in
1999. The memorial honors the area’s veterans.
The strip in old town North Sioux
City, South Dakota, has the highest
concentration of video lottery
machines in the state. Old town is
Siouxland’s entertainment center
featuring gambling, food and fun.
In addition to being a wonderful
destination to stay and play, North
Community Center / Fire Station
Sioux City is also an exceptional place
to work. North Sioux City has no corporate income tax, no personal income tax, no
personal property tax and no inheritance tax. The State of South Dakota is
consistently rated as one of the least expensive states to live in across the nation.
Located just minutes from downtown Sioux City, Iowa, North Sioux City has
immediate access to Interstate 29, rail and river transportation, and a modern
airport. North Sioux City provides a wonderful business climate for large
companies, entrepreneurs and workers alike.
The City has two industrial parks, Gateway Business Park and Flynn Business Park.
Gateway Business Park was opened by MidAmerican Energy Company in 1984 and
filled by the mid-1990s. The park is home to a wide variety of companies that help
provide a diverse, vibrant business community. The Flynn Business Park features
over 150 acres currently available for development.
For more information, visit our website at www.NorthSiouxCity-SD.gov.

McCook Lake offers 400 acres of area for water recreation, with a public
access area and boat ramp. North Sioux City operates a public access area on
the east side of the lake, with a shelter and a boat ramp.
McCook Lake is a natural oxbow lake, formed from the Missouri River. The lake is named for General John Cook, who
commanded a company of soldiers stationed there in 1862–63 following the Dakota War of 1862. When or why the "Mc"
was added is unknown. The lake is supported by a steady stream of water from the nearby Missouri River.

South Dakota’s Adams Homestead & Nature Preserve
The city has five miles of walking and biking trails, connecting all portions of the city as well as the Sioux City trail
system. Benches are located throughout the trails to give you an opportunity to rest and enjoy the views.
The 1,500-acre Adams Homestead and Nature Preserve is located near McCook Lake on
the west side of the city. Land for the facility was donated to the State of South Dakota
by Maude and Mary Adams, to become “A Place for
Inner Renewal.” There are twelve miles of trails perfect
for walking, running, hiking, biking and cross country
skiing. The visitor center is located in a restored barn
and features an exhibit of farm life and pictures
of the Adams family which homestead the area in
the 1870s. The homestead area of the facility
includes a restored one-room schoolhouse, a
church, a barn, a log cabin and the Shay-Adams
House, which has been restored to 1930’s décor.
Admission to the facility is free.
Call (605) 232-0873 for more information.

Come to Play, Come to Stay

